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In the last decade, discussion about urban form has been growing importance. First
academic studies were related to the efforts to reduce the environmental costs of suburban
development (BERRY et al, 1974). After Brundtland Report, sustainability concepts have
been integrated and in this context, sustainable urban development depends of achieving a
"sustainable urban form".

Recognizing the importance of this subject to the national and European land management
policies, the key challenge to policy implementation and evaluation is the elaboration of key-
indicators that analyse the evolution of urban form and their linkages to sustainable urban
and regional land management (STEAD, WILLIAMS and TITHERIDGE, 2000). Other research
explored remote sensing in linkage with other sources of data in modelling urban
environment (ACEVEDO, FORESMAN and BUCHANAN, 1996; CLARKE, HOPPEN and GAYDOS,
1996; MEAILLE and WALD, 1990; WU, 1998). In spite of the work being done in this field, the
morphological assessment remains a key issue when taking into account the urban form. As
such, there is an increasing need to establish a core of several morphological indicators in
order to integrate them with sustainability indicators.

The main objective of this paper is to present selected morphological indicators applied to
mainland Portugal, relating this with the urban network.

This paper is structured in 3 parts. In the first part a synthesis of theoretical discussion is
presented. In the second part, a brief presentation of Portuguese urban system evolution is
made. In the third part, some small scale morphological indicators are selected and tested.
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